Contents
The House on Vesper Sands....................................................................................... 1
What is Otherwise Infinite.......................................................................................... 2
Lesser Known Monsters of the 21st Century............................................................... 3
The Believer: Encounters with the Beginning, the End, and our Place in the Middle. .......... 4
White Magic................................................................................................................ 5
Little Foxes Took Up Matches...................................................................................... 6
Six Walks: In the Footsteps of Henry David Thoreau. ....................................................... 7
Waterlog: A Swimmer's Journey Through Britain............................................................. 8

Contact and Distribution Information......................................................................... 9

1

CO MI N G I N PA P ER B AC K

The House on
Vesper Sands
by PA R A I C O' D ONNE LL

“A thrilling gothic mystery.”
—TIME

“Performs a kind of enchantment,
transforming a chronicle of sordid crimes
into an enjoyably eerie ghost story.”
—THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

L

ON SALE JANUARY 11, 2022
US $16.95 · Paperback · CAN $22.95
ISBN 978-1-951142-98-8 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 408 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
∙ An Indie Next pick in hardcover
∙ National media campaign, including "New in Paperback"
roundups

ondon, 1893: high up in a house on a dark,
snowy night, a lone seamstress stands by a
window. So begins the swirling, serpentine world
of Paraic O’Donnell’s Victorian-inspired mystery,
the story of a city cloaked in shadow, but burning
with questions: why does the seamstress jump
from the window? Why is a cryptic message
stitched into her skin? And how is she connected
to a rash of missing girls, all of whom seem to
have disappeared under similar circumstances?
On the case is Inspector Cutter, a detective as
sharp and committed to his work as he is wryly
hilarious. Gideon Bliss, a Cambridge dropout
in love with one of the missing girls, stumbles
into a role as Cutter’s sidekick. And clever young
journalist Octavia Hillingdon sees the case as a
chance to tell a story that matters—despite her
employer’s preference that she stick to a women’s
society column. As Inspector Cutter peels back
the mystery layer by layer, he leads them all, at
last, to the secrets that lie hidden at the house on
Vesper Sands.
By turns smart, surprising, and impossible to put
down, The House on Vesper Sands offers a glimpse into
the strange undertow of late nineteenth-century
London and the secrets we all hold inside us.

∙ Extensive book club promotion, including Goodreads

PARAIC O'DONNELL's
first novel, The Maker of
Swans, was shortlisted for an
Irish Book Award. Paraic lives
in Wicklow, Ireland with his
wife and two children, and
can usually be found in the
garden.

∙ Comprehensive social media promotion, including
targeted outreach to mystery readers
∙ Includes bound-in discussion guide and teaser chapter
of O'Donnell's forthcoming novel, The Maker of Swans
(August 2022)

paraicodonnell.com

"In short lyrics and long poems, Stone
unflinchingly faces her depths, finding
surprising light in a dark and frightening
time. I feel befriended by this generous
book, which understands that, in some
ways, happiness and sadness are also the
same: 'I have nothing to give but tears, of
which one / is too much and a whole sea /
not enough.'"

POETRY

What is
Otherwise
Infinite
by BIAN CA STO N E

—CRAIG MORGAN TEICHER

W

ritten in four sections with incisive and
vivid lyrical language, Bianca Stone’s What
is Otherwise Infinite considers how we find our
place in the world through themes of philosophy,
religion, environment, myth, and psychology. “I
deal only in the hardest pain-revivers, symbols
/ and tongues,” writes Stone. “I want to tell you
only / in the intimacy of our discomfort.”
Populated by archangels, limping in paradise;
by allergies of the soul; the revelations and danger of motherhood; psychic wounds; and dirty,
dirty chocolate layer cake, What is Otherwise Infinite
deftly examines our inherent and inherited ideas
of how to live, and the experience of the self—
which on one hand is intensely personal, and on
the other, universal.
ON SALE JANUARY 18, 2022
US $16.95 · Trade Paperback Original · CAN $22.95
ISBN 978-1-951142-97-1 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 144 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
B I A N CA STO N E is the

author of The Möbius Strip
Club of Grief (Tin House,
2018), Someone Else’s
Wedding Vows (Octopus
Books and Tin House, 2014),
and Poetry Comics from the
Book of Hours (Pleiades
Press, 2016). She teaches poetry in Vermont, where she is
Creative Director at The Ruth Stone House.
poetrycomics.org

∙ Author events in select cities
∙ National media campaign, including TV, radio, and online
interviews
∙ National print campaign, including reviews, features, and
original essays
∙ Inclusion in Tin House Linebreakers promotion
∙ Digital ad campaign targeting top literary and poetry sites
∙ Comprehensive social media campaign
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FICTION

Lesser Known
Monsters of the
21st Century
by KIM FU

“Lesser Known Monsters of the 21st
Century is one of those rare collections
that never suffers from which-one-wasthat-again? syndrome. Every story here
lights a flame in the memory, shining
brighter as time goes by rather than
dimming. Kim Fu writes with grace, wit,
mischief, daring, and her own deep weird
phosphorescent understanding.”
—KEVIN BROCKMEIER

I

ON SALE FEBRUARY 1, 2022
US $16.95 · Trade Paperback Original
ISBN 978-1-951142-99-5 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 220 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
∙ Author events in select cities, including literary festivals and conferences
∙ National media campaign, including TV, radio, and
online interviews
∙ National print campaign, including reviews, features,
and original essays
∙ Major prepublication buzz campaign: featured author
at regional trade shows, Goodreads giveaway, and early
galley giveaways to retailers, industry big-mouths, and
social media influencers
∙ Positioning for “Best of the Month” selections, including
Indie Next and Library Reads
∙ Comprehensive social media campaign

n the twelve unforgettable tales of Lesser
Known Monsters of the 21st Century, the strange
is made familiar and the familiar strange, such
that a girl growing wings on her legs feels like
an ordinary rite of passage, while a bug-infested
house becomes an impossible, Kafkaesque
nightmare. Each story builds a new world all its
own: a group of children steal a haunted doll;
a runaway bride encounters a sea monster; a
vendor sells toy boxes that seemingly control
the passage of time; an insomniac is seduced
by the Sandman. These visions of modern life
wrestle with themes of death and technological
consequence, guilt and sexuality, and unmask
the contradictions that exist within all of us.
Mesmerizing, electric, and wholly original,
Kim Fu’s Lesser Known Monsters of the 21st Century
blurs the boundaries of the real and fantastic,
offering intricate and surprising insights into
human nature.
KIM FU is the author of For

Today I Am a Boy, winner of
the Edmund White Award
for Debut Fiction, finalist for
the PEN/Hemingway Award,
and a New York Times Book
Review Editor’s Choice. Her
second novel, The Lost Girls
of Camp Forevermore, was a finalist for the Washington
State Book Award. Fu’s writing has appeared in Granta, The
Atlantic, The New York Times, Hazlitt, and the TLS. She lives
in Seattle, Washington.
kim-fu.com

“An unexpected journey through
strains of belief that range from dubious
to bizarre. The Believer is sometimes
disconcerting, sometimes deeply
beautiful, and never simple.”
—JAMES GLEICK

T

he Believer begins with a Mennonite choir
performing on a subway platform, a fleeting
moment of witness that sets Sarah Krasnostein
on a fascinating journey to find out why people
need to believe in absolute truths and what
happens when their beliefs crash into her own.
Some of the people Krasnostein interviews
believe in things many people do not. Ghosts.
UFOs. The literal creation of the universe in
six days. Some believe in things most people
would like to. Dying with dignity and autonomy.
Facing up to our transgressions with truthfulness. Living with integrity and compassion.
By turns devastating and delighting, and
captured in snapshot-vivid detail, these six profiles with a death doula, a geologist who believes
the world is six thousand years old, a lecturer in
neurobiology who spends his weekends ghost
hunting, the fiancé of a disappeared pilot and
UFO enthusiasts, a woman incarcerated for killing her husband after suffering years of domestic
violence, and Mennonite families in New York
will leave you convinced that the most ordinaryseeming people are often the most remarkable
and that deep and abiding commonalities can be
found within the greatest differences.

NONFICTION

The Believer:

Encounters with the
Beginning, the End, and
our Place in the Middle
by S ARAH KRAS N O STEIN

ON SALE MARCH 1, 2022
US $27.95 · Hardcover
ISBN 978-1-953534-00-2 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 360 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
SARAH KRASNOSTEIN’s
first book, The Trauma Cleaner,
won Australia’s Victorian Prize
for Literature, where it was a
runaway bestseller. Born in
Charlottesville, Virginia, she
divides her time between
Melbourne and New York.
sarahkrasnostein.com

∙ Author events in select cities
∙ National media campaign, including TV, radio, and
online interviews
∙ National print campaign, including reviews, features,
and original essays
∙ Positioning for “Best of the Month” selections, including
Indie Next and Library Reads
∙ National print and digital ad campaign
∙ Comprehensive social media campaign
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CO MI N G I N PA P ER B AC K

White Magic

“Beguiling and haunting. . . . Washuta's
voice sears itself onto the skin.”
—THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

by E L I S S A WA SHUTA

“Exactly what you need right now.”
—O, THE OPRAH MAGAZINE

T

ON SALE MARCH 15, 2022
US $17.95 · Paperback · CAN $23.95
ISBN 978-1-953534-01-9 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 432 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
∙ Ongoing national author appearances, including literary
festivals, conferences, and library and community events

hroughout her life, Elissa Washuta has been
surrounded by cheap facsimiles of Native
spiritual tools and occult trends, “starter witch
kits” of sage, rose quartz, and tarot cards packaged together in paper and plastic. Following a
decade of abuse, addiction, PTSD, and heavyduty drug treatment for a misdiagnosis of bipolar disorder, she felt drawn to the real spirits and
powers her dispossessed and discarded ancestors knew, while she undertook necessary work
to find love and meaning.
In this collection of intertwined essays, she
writes about land, heartbreak, and colonization,
about life without the escape hatch of intoxication,
and about how she became a powerful witch. She
interlaces stories from her forebears with cultural
artifacts from her own life—Twin Peaks, the Oregon
Trail II video game, a Claymation Satan, a YouTube
video of Stevie Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham—
to explore questions of cultural inheritance and the
particular danger, as a Native woman, of relaxing
into romantic love under colonial rule.
Bracingly honest and powerfully affecting,
White Magic establishes Elissa Washuta as one of
our best living essayists.

∙ National media campaign, including “New in Paperback”
roundups
∙ Extensive book club promotion, including Goodreads
∙ Comprehensive social media promotion

E L I SSA WA SHUTA is

a member of the Cowlitz
Indian Tribe and author of
Starvation Mode and My
Body Is a Book of Rules, a
finalist for the Washington
State Book Award. She is
an assistant professor of
creative writing at the Ohio State University.
washuta.net

AN ARRESTING COMING OF AGE, AN
EXPLORATION OF GENDER, A MODERN
FOLKTALE, A POWERFUL PORTRAIT OF A
FAMILY—KATYA KAZBEK BREAKS OUT AS
A NEW VOICE TO WATCH.

FICTION

Little Foxes
Took Up Matches
by KATYA KAZBEK

W

hen Mitya was two years old, he swallowed
his grandmother’s sewing needle. For his
family, it marks the beginning of the end. As he
grows, his life mirrors the uncertain future of his
country, which is attempting to rebuild itself after
the collapse of the Soviet Union, torn between its
past and the promise of modern freedom. Mitya
finds himself facing a different sort of ambiguity:
is he a boy, as everyone keeps telling him, or is he
not quite a boy, as he often feels?
After suffering horrific abuse from his cousin,
Vovka, who has returned broken from war, Mitya
embarks on a journey across underground
Moscow to find something better, a place to belong. His experiences are interlaced with a retelling of a foundational Russian fairytale, Koschei
the Deathless, offering an element of fantasy to
the brutal realities of Mitya’s everyday life.
Told with deep empathy, humor, and a bit of
surreality, Little Foxes Took Up Matches is a revelation about the life of one community in a country of turmoil and upheaval, glimpsed through
the eyes of a precocious and empathetic child,
whose heart and mind understand that there are
often more than two choices.
KATYA KAZBEK is a
bilingual Russian/English
writer, translator, and editor
based in NYC. Kazbek has
worked as a fashion writer,
with articles appearing in
Russian GQ and Vogue.ru.
She co-founded the online
magazine Supamodu.com and her writing has appeared in
Creative Time Reports and Guernica. A previous graduate of
Parsons and Oxford’s writing program, Kazbek received her
MFA from Columbia University.
katyakazbek.com

ON SALE APRIL 5, 2022
US $26.95 · Hardcover · CAN $35.95
ISBN 978-1-953534-02-6 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 330 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
∙ Prepublication buzz campaign, including Winter
Institute promotion, Goodreads giveaway, retail galley
mailing, and giveaways to industry big-mouths and
social media influencers
∙ Author appearances in select cities
∙ National media campaign, including TV, radio, and
online interviews
∙ Positioning for “Best of the Month,” Indies Introduce,
Indie Next, and Library Reads
∙ National print and digital ad campaign
∙ Comprehensive social media campaign
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NONFICTION

Six Walks:

In the Footsteps of
Henry David Thoreau
by B E N SHAT T U C K

“I think Thoreau would have liked this book,
and I think that's a high recommendation.”
—BILL M C KIBBEN

“Rich, evocative. . . . A book of loss and
redemption, fear and fragile hope.”
—NATHANIEL PHILBRICK

O

ON SALE APRIL 19, 2022
US $22.95 · Hardcover · CAN $29.95
ISBN 978-1-953534-04-0 · 5" x 7 ¾" · 200 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
∙ Author events in select cities, including appearances at
literary festivals and conferences
∙ Major prepublication campaign: bookstore pre-tour
events, Winter Institute promotion, Goodreads giveaways,
and early galley giveaways to industry big-mouths
∙ National media campaign, including TV, radio, and
online interviews
∙ National print campaign, including reviews, features,
and original essays
∙ Social media campaign, including giveaways to influencers
∙ Library marketing campaign with special outreach to
New England region

n a summer morning in 1849, Henry David
Thoreau stepped out his front door to walk
the beaches of Cape Cod. Over a century and a
half later, Ben Shattuck does the same. With little
more than a loaf of bread, brick of cheese, and a
notebook, Shattuck sets out to retrace Thoreau’s
path through the Cape’s outer beaches, from the
elbow to Provincetown’s fingertip.
This walk through Cape Cod is the first of six
journeys taken by Shattuck, each one inspired by a
journey once taken by Henry David Thoreau. As
he first traverses the Cape, then Mount Wachusett,
Mount Katahdin, the Allagash, and then his own
hometown, Shattuck encounters the unexpected—
like the enigmatic millionaire who buys him dinner
in a Provincetown pub, or the kind couple who take
him in for the night as an oysterman once took in
Thoreau—and comes to see for himself the restorative effects that walking can have on a dampened
spirit. Over years of following Thoreau, Shattuck
finds himself uncovering new insights about family,
love, friendship, and impending fatherhood, and
understanding more deeply the lessons walking can
offer through life’s changing seasons.
BEN SHATTUCK,
graduate of the Iowa Writers’
Workshop, is a recipient of the
PEN/Robert J. Dau Short Story
Prize and a 2019 Pushcart
Prize. His writing can be
found in the Harvard Review,
The Common, The Paris
Review Daily, Lit Hub, and Kinfolk Magazine. He lives with his
wife and daughter on the coast of Massachusetts.
benshattuck.com

“Like swimming through Alice's
Wonderland.” —LYNNE COX
“Extraordinary.” —OLIVIA LAING

A

masterpiece of nature writing, Roger
Deakin’s Waterlog is a fascinating and
inspiring journey into the aquatic world that
surrounds us.
In an attempt to discover his island nation
from a new perspective, Roger Deakin embarks
from his home in Suffolk to swim Britain—the
seas, rivers, lakes, ponds, pools, streams, lochs,
moats, and quarries. Through the watery capillary
network that braids itself throughout the country,
Deakin immerses himself in the natural habitats
of fish, amphibians, mammals, and birds. And as
he navigates towns, private property, and sometimes dangerous waters and inclement weather,
Deakin finds himself in precarious situations: he’s
detained by bailiffs in Winchester, intercepted by
the coast guard at the mouth of a river, and mistaken for a dead body on a beach. The result of
this surprising journey is a deep dive into modern
Britain, especially its wild places.
With enchanting descriptions of natural
landscapes, and a deep well of humanity, boundless humor, and unbridled joy, Deakin beckons us
to wilder waters and inspires us to connect to the
larger world in a most unexpected way. Thrilling,
vivid, and lyrical, Waterlog is a fully immersive
adventure—a remarkable personal quest, a bold
assertion of the swimmer’s right to roam, and an
unforgettable celebration of the magic of water.
R O G E R DE A KI N was

an English writer and
celebrated environmentalist. Waterlog, the only
book he published in his
lifetime, became a UK
bestseller, and inspired the
wild swimming movement.
He also authored two other acclaimed works of nonfiction: Wildwood: A Journey Through Trees and Notes From
Walnut Tree Farm. Deakin lived in Suffolk, England, and
died there in 2006.

COMING IN PAPE RBACK

Waterlog:

A Swimmer’s Journey
Through Britain
by RO GER DEAKIN
Introduction by BO N N IE TS UI
Afterword by RO BERT MACFARLAN E

ON SALE APRIL 26, 2022
US $16.95 · Paperback
ISBN 978-1-953534-03-3 · 5 ½" x 8 ½" · 424 pages

NATIONAL MARKETING CAMPAIGN
∙ National media campaign, including “New in Paperback”
roundups
∙ National print, digital, and social media advertising campaign targeting swimming, nature, and wellness sites
∙ Partnership opportunities with environmental and wild
swimming organizations
∙ Promotional swim cap giveaways
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